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Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1926, 
which,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as 
dehned  in  Circular  743  of  December  20,  1926,  is  an  Ordinary  Report  as 
distinguished  from  the  Survey  Report  for  1925,  and  is  therefore  mainly 
statistical  in  character,  and  must,  with  the  necessary  numerical 
alterations,  contain  much  matter  re-capitulated  from  previous  reports. 

The  population  of  the  Borough,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  the  year  1926,  was  42,280,  as  against  41,440,  an  increase  of 
840.  The  corresponding  hgures  for  the  two  previous  years  (41,440  for 
1925  and  41,620  for  1924)  had  shewn  an  estimated  decrease  of  180,  it  is 
therefore  most  probably  safe  to  infer  that  the  population  has  in  reality 
continued  to  increase,  but  only  slowly.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  Table 
that  the  total  births  assigned  to  the  Borough  by  the  Registrar-General 
was  554,  and  the  deaths  476,  giving  an  excess  of  only  78  ; the  rest  of  the 
estimated  increase  being  therefore  due  to  immigration  of  fresh  residents. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  Borough,  2,223  acres. 

Population  (Census  1921),  40,242. 

Population  (estimated  Reg. -Gen.,  1925),  41,440. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  9,592. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (estimated  December  31st,  1926),  10,025. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (estimated,  1921),  9,837. 

Assessable  value,  £12Q,QA\. 

Sum  produced  by  a Penny  Rate  (1926),  ;^885. 

Number  of  new  houses  rated  during  the  year  : — 

[а]  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

(б)  As  part  of  the  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  48 
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The  Rate  Collector,  Mr.  Chas.  E.  Craddock,  has  kindly  supplied  me 


with  the  subjoined  estimate. 

Estimated  number  of  Houses,  31st  December,  1925  ...  9,958 

Erected  during  1926  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 


Estimated  number  of  Houses,  31st  December,  1926  ...  10,087 

Estimated  vacant,  31st  December,  1926  62 

Estimated  occupied  Houses,  31st  December,  1926  ...  10,025 


Estimated  population  at  4.267  per  House  (the  average  of 

1921  Census)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42,776 

“ I am  of  opinion,”  adds  Mr.  Craddock,  ” that  the  average  of  4.267 
is  much  too  high.  At  an  average  of  4.2  the  population  works  out  at 
42,105.  I should  estimate  the  population  at  slightly  below  this 
number,  say  42,000.” 

Mr.  Craddock’s  estimate  it  will  be  observed  agrees  fairly  closely  with 
that  of  the  Registrar-General. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR,  1927. 


Total 

Males 

Female. 

Births  1 Legitimate 

531 

266 

265 

jsirtns  1 Illegitimate 

23 

14 

9 

Total 

554 

280 

274 

Birth  Rate  (Reg.  Gen.), 

13.10  per  1.000  of  population. 

Deaths  (Reg.  Gen.),  total,  476  ; males,  240  ; females,  236. 

Death  Rate  (crude  rate),  11.26  per  1,000  of  population. 

„ „ (corrected),  9.9 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : 

From  Sepsis  - - - 0 Other  causes  - - - 1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  ... 

24 

15 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total  Infantile  Deaths  - 41. 

25 

16 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  births  . . . 
Death-rate  of  legitimate  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

74.01 

legitimate  births 

Death-rate  of  illegitimate  Infants  under  one 

year  of  age  per 

73.45 

1 ,000  illegitimate  births 

*87.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

... 

0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . 

... 

4 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ... 

*Note. — This  figure  is  unreliable  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  data. 

5 

Deaths  of  “ Residents  ” of  the  Borough  of  Bedford  5 
Registered  in  the  Year  1926. 


Causes  of  Death 

iM  AI.E.S. 

Femai.es. 

All  Causes 

240 

236 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

• . . 

. . . 

2.  Small  Pox 

. . . 

. . . 

3.  Measles 

... 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

. . . 

1 

5.  W'hoopin;^  Cough 

2 

2 

6.  Diphtheria 

8 

... 

7.  Influenza  ... 

4 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis 

16 

10 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

2 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

32 

33 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

. . . 

. . . 

14.  Diabetes  ... 

5 

6 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

11 

16 

16.  Heart  Disease 

30 

44 

17.  Arterio-Sclerosis  ... 

25 

21 

18.  Bronchitis 

7 

14 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

13 

10 

20.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

. . 

• . . 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

22.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years)... 

3 

2 

23.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

3 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

. . . 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

7 

6 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis  .. . 

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Preg- 

.. 

... 

nancy  and  Parturition 

28.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

1 

Premature  Birth 

16 

7 

29.  Suicide 

4 

1 

30.  Other  deaths  from  Violence 

8 

12 

31.  Other  defined  Diseases  ... 

44 

35 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

2 

1 

Special  causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

. . 

. . • 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

Deaths  of  Infants  f Total 

25 

16 

under  1 year  ( Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total  Births 

280 

274 

Legitimate 

266 

265 

Illegitimate 

14 

9 

Population 

42,280 
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Taking  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  it  will  be 
found  that  the  Cancer  death-rate  per  1,000  living  was,  for  the  year  1926, 
1.54  as  against  1.2  in  1925;  those  for  Heart  Disease  and  for  Tuber- 
culosis, 1.75  and  0.61,  as  against  2.1  and  0.97  respectively  in  1925. 

Of  the  65  deaths  from  Cancer,  26,  that  is  to  say  40  per  cent.,  were  due 
to  disease  of  the  digestive  system  ; there  were  six  female  and  one  male 
death  due  to  disease  of  the  breast,  and  10  female  deaths  occurred  from 
cancer  of  the  uterus. 

There  were  30  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  44  from  (non-tubercular) 
respiratory  diseases.  Arterio-Sclerosis  (hardening  of  the  arteries)  was 
returned  as  the  cause  of  deaths  in  44  cases,  and  is  largely  replacing  the 
vague  attribution  of  Senile  Decay. 

There  was  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  due  to  Diabetes,  but  happily 
no  victim  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Motor  accidents  were  the  cause  of  five  fatalities. 


Analysis  of  Deaths  from  Notifiable  Diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  Registered  during  the  Year  1926. 


Disease. 

Under 

One 

Year. 

1 

to 

2 

2 

to 

3 

3 
to 

4 

4 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65 

and  up- 
wards. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

Whooping 

Cough  

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

9 

Totals  ... 

6 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

9 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
OR  BY  THE  County  Council. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  The  County  Council  has  a Sanatorium  for 
Tuberculosis  at  Mogerhanger,  about  four  miles  from  Bedford,  and  also 
maintains  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  61  Harpur  Street,  Bedford. 

(2)  The  new  Maternity  Home  at  the  Connt}^  Hospital  is  in  active 
process  of  construction  but  is  not  yet  hni.shed. 

(3)  Children.  There  is  no  Childi'en’s  Hospital  in  Bedford,  but 
there  is  a special  Children’s  pavilion  at  the  County  Hospital. 

(4)  Fever.  The  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  near  the 
Elstow  Road,  provides  72  beds  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  It  is 
also  possible  to  take  in  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  if  necessary. 
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(5)  Smallpox.  There  is  a Smallpox  Hospital  situated  on  the  old 
(disused)  Sewage  Farm,  which  was  erected  on  the  outbreak  of  the  disease 
in  the  Spring  of  1925,  and  is  capable  of  accommodating  from  16  to 
20  patients. 

The  Secondary  Schools  have  small  Sanatoria  of  their  own.  The 
occasional  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  most  of  them  sent 
to  the  Municipal  Hospital. 

(6)  Others. 

The  Bedford  County  Hospital.  Number  of  beds,  1 1 1 — in  General 
Wards,  94  ; Paying,  15  ; V.D.,  2. 

The  Convalescent  Home  of  the  Hospital  is  situated  at  Aspley  Heath, 
and  contains  20  beds. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, 
Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children. 

Besides  the  statutory  provision  for  the  needs  of  mothers  of 
illegitimate  children  provided  by  the  Poor  Law  Institution  much  good 
work  is  done  by  a voluntary  association — The  St.  Albans  Diocesan 
Union  for  Preventive  and  Rescue  Work.  The  Home  maintained  by 
this  Society  has  been  transferred  from  its  original  situation  in  Brereton 
Road  to  large  and  convenient  premises  at  97  Ashburnham  Road.  The 
Borough  Council  contributes  an  annual  sum  of  £125  to  the  institution 
(which  is  now  styled  the  Bedford  and  County  Girls’  Home)  and  has  the 
right  of  appointing  two  representatives  on  the  committee  of  management. 
There  is  accommodation  for  about  10  mothers  and  their  infants,  and 
there  is  a small  Maternity  department  in  the  Home  itself. 

Other  Institutions. 

The  Ely  Diocesan  Home  affords  an  excellent  home  for  a certain 
number  of  children  who  for  whatever  reason  would  be  otherwise  not 
properly  provided  for.  The  majority  of  them,  however,  do  not  come 
from  the  Borough. 

There  is  also  a Training  Home  for  Girls  situated  in  Park  Road 
North,  where  girls  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  are  trained  in  laundry 
work  and  domestic  household  duties.  There  is  accommodation  for  20 
girls.  The  institution  is  unendowed  and  self-supporting  ; there  is  a 
laundry  in  which  there  is  a staff  of  seven  paid  laundresses.  Some  of 
the  children  are  orphans,  but  others  are  in  part  maintained  by  small 
weekly  payments. 

Social  Activities. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  good  work  done  by  the  Workers’ 
Hospital  Fund,  the  Guild  of  Help,  the  Guild  of  the  Brave  Poor  Things, 
the  Bedford  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  and  the  R.S.P.C.C. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Two  Centres  are  held  weekly,  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons, 
on  the  premises  of  the  Free  Library  in  Harpur  Street,  where  a large  and 
convenient  room  is  specially  reserved  for  the  purposes  : the  large  Hall 
serving  as  an  excellent  waiting  room  for  the  Mothers  and  Children.  The 
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attendances  numbered  3,843.  These  figures  do  not  include  visits  to  the 
Health  Office  made  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  dried  milk,  etc.,  but 
represent  bona  ftde  visits  of  the  Mothers  with  their  infants  for  the  sake 
of  getting  advice  and  having  their  infants  weighed.  Dried  and  Fresh 
Milk  are  supplied  only  to  mothers  who  attend  regularly  at  the  Centres. 
The  Milk  is  distributed  from  the  Public  Health  Offices  at  the  Town  Hall. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends  each  meeting  for  consultations,  and 
there  is  a rota  of  ladies  who  help  the  Health  Visitor  in  the  clerical  work. 
Records  and  Charts  are  kept  of  all  cases,  and  the  Mothers  are  supplied 
with  a card  register  of  the  baby’s  progress. 

During  the  year  2,3001bs.  of  Dried  Milk  were  distributed  as  follows  ; 
2,27 libs,  at  full  price  ; 351bs.  at  half  cost  price  ; and  941bs.  gratuitously. 
309|lbs.  of  Virol  were  also  distributed  : 303|lbs.  at  full  price,  and  Gibs, 
gratuitously.  1,061  pints  of  fresh  milk  were  distributed  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  and  to  infants,  at  a cost  of  £13  8s.  lid. 

The  members  of  the  Women’s  Adult  School  and  of  the  Women’s 
Co-operative  Guild  have  continued  to  render  valuable  aid  by  undertaking 
to  supply  tea  to  the  mothers  at  a small  charge. 

The  supply  of  Maternity  Outfits  has  been  systematically  organized. 
These  are  placed  in  the  care  of  ladies  residing  in  different  parts  of  the 
town,  who  are  responsible  for  the  lending  and  return  of  the  sets. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  1,069  visits  to  infants 
under  one  year,  of  which  106  were  first  visits.  443  visits  were  paid  to 
expectant  mothers,  and  1,384  to  children  between  1 and  4 years,  the 
total  number  of  visits  being  2,559. 

There  is  no  Maternity  or  Children’s  Hospital  in  the  Borough. 
There  is  a Children’s  Ward  at  the  County  Hospital.  This  institution 
also  provides  faeilities  for  surgical  treatment  of  serious  maternity  cases. 
The  want  of  a Maternity  Home  however  will,  as  already  stated,  be 
very  shortly  supplied  at  the  County  Hospital. 

The  Bedford  Poor  Law  Institution  possesses  admirable  accommo- 
dation in  modern  and  well  equipped  premises  (for  six  maternity  patients) 
adapted  for  all  cases,  including  those  requiring  the  most  serious  surgical 
treatment.  A fee  of  21s.  is  charged  to  patients  who  can  afford  it  ; 
treatment  in  other  cases  is  free  of  cost. 

Six  cases  of  Ophthalmia  in  new-born  infants  were  notified,  which 
were  treated  at  home  with  the  help  of  the  Health  Visitor  and  all  recovered 


perfectly. 

Deaths  of  “ 

Resident  ” Infants,  1926. 

Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Female  ... 

2 months  ... 

Broncho-pneumonia  and  gastric  enteritis. 

Male 

6 hours 

Prematurity  (7  months). 

Male 

2 months  ... 

Purpura  Haemorrhagica. 

Female  ... 

1 month 

Bronchitis. 

Female  ... 

6 hours 

Premature  birth  (6  months). 

Male 

10  days 

Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

Male 

1 month 

Marasmus. 

Male 

5 months  ... 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

Male 

14  days 

Debility  from  premature  birth. 

Male 

2 months  ... 

Whooping  Cough. 
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Sex 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Male 

Male 

Female 

]\Iale 

Female 

Male 

Male 

Male 

Female 

Female 

Male 

Male 

Female 

Female 

Female 

Male 

Male 

Male 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Female 


Age 
24  days 
6 hours 
17  days 
4 months 
12  hours 
30  minutes 
20  hours 
3 months 
6 hours 
22  days 
6 hours 

3 days 

8 days 
2 days 
6 days 

11  hours 

9 days 
1 hour 
1 day 

11  months 
6 days 

8 months 

4 months 
1 hour 

1 day 

12  days 

2 days 
16  days 

5 months 

3 months 


Cause  of  Death 

Instrumental  delivery  : Convulsions. 
Dead  body  found  in  River  Ouse. 
Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Premature  birth. 

Prematurity  (6  months). 

Premature  Birth  (7  months). 
Suffocated  in  bed  ; Accidental. 
Premature  Birth  (7  months). 
Broncho-pneumonia. 

Prematurity. 

Convulsions. 

Icterus  Neonatorum. 

Atelectasis  Pulmonium. 

Icterus  Neonatorum. 

Prematurity. 

Marasmus. 

Prematurity. 

Premature  Birth. 

Diarrhoea. 

Marasmus. 

Acute  Gastric  Enteritis. 

Syncope  following  Diarrhoea. 

Pallid  Asphyxia. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Prematurity. 
Marasmus  (one  of  twins). 

Debility  from  Premature  Birth. 
Convulsions  following  Malnutrition. 
Gastric  Enteritis  and  Bronchitis. 
Marasmus  : Congenital  Heart  Disease. 


The  infantile  death-rate  was  higher  than  it  had  been  since  1920,  the 
lowest  rate  during  this  period  having  been  48.6  in  1923.  Of  the  41  deaths, 
28  occurred  within  the  first  month  of  life,  and  of  them  14  were  attributed 
to  prematurity.  It  is  in  this  direction  particularly  that  improvement 
must  be  sought  by  increasing  attention  to  the  health  of  the  expectant 
mother. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

CASES 

Vision 

un- 

impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Toal 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

1 

Eye 

2 

Kyen 

1 

K.ve 

2 

Eves 

I 

Eye 

2 

Eyes 

6 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  There  are  two 
" Centres,”  each  of  which  holds  one  Session  a week  (on  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays  respectively)  in  the  afternoon  on  the  premises  of  the  Free 
Library  in  Harpur  Street. 


Day  Nursery. 

This  is  managed  by  a committee  of  ladies  and  others,  and  is  situated 
at  97  Midland  Road.,  The  Borough  Council  contributes  ;^200  per  annum 
towards  the  expenses,  and  is  entitled  to  appoint  two  representatives  on 
the  committee.  The  attendances  during  the  year  were  : — 


Children  under  3 : 

Whole  day 

1,846 

>) 

Half  day  ... 

421 

Children  over  3 : 

Whole  day 

1,607 

y>  }> 

Half  day  ... 

329 

Total 

4,203 

School  and  other  Clinics. 

The  Education  Committee  of  the  Borough  maintains  four  School 
Clinics — a Nurse’s  Clinic  for  minor  ailments,  etc.,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  School  Medical  Officer;  a Refraction  and  a Dental  Clinic,  and  a 
School  Inspection  Clinic.  The  first  is  held  six  days  a week  in  Home 
Lane  ; the  Refraction  and  Dental  Clinics  weekly  in  the  special  rooms 
provided  for  the  purpose  adjoining  the  Education  Offices,  and  the 
School  Inspection  Clinic  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  weekly  in  Horne 
Lane. 

An  arrangement  exists  whereby  Refraction  cases  requiring  special 
treatment  are  referred  to  Dr.  G.  H.  Goldsmith,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to 
the  Bedford  County  Hospital. 

The  Clinics  for  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council.  The  first  is  held  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in 
Harpur  Street,  and  the  latter  at  the  Bedford  County  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Eacilities. 

{a)  A Motor  Ambulance  (provided  during  the  year  under  review) 
is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  has  proved  a great  convenience. 

There  is  also  a Horse  Ambulance  for  Smallpox,  kept  in  premises  on 
the  Cattle  Market. 

(b)  For  uninfectious  and  accident  cases.  The  Corporation  have 
acquired  through  the  British  Red  Cross  and  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
a Motor  Ambulance  for  use  in  cases  of  accident  and  for  other  purposes. 
This  is  kept  at  the  Fire  Station  and  is  also  available  for  the  use  of  private 
patients  on  payment  of  a fee. 

Bedford  Town  Division  of  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  : 

One  Ashford  litter  and  six  stretchers,  kept  at  Police  Station. 

Personnel ; 1 Officer,  3 N.C.O.’s  and  20  men, 
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Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  Isolation 
Hospital — F.  H.  W.  Phillips,  M.D.,  D.P.H.*t 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — A.  W.  Merrie,  M.R.S.I.* 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Food  Inspector — E.  T.  Fell,  M.R.S.I.* 

Sanitary  Inspector — F.  C.  Haynes,  M.R.S.I.* 

Matron  of  Isolation  Hospital — Miss  McGrouther. 

Health  Visitor  {Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare) — Miss  S.  Ford,  R.R.C., 
C.M.B.,  and  H.V.  Certif.  R.S.L 

Assistant  Health  Visitor  and  Assistant  School  Nurse — Miss  Rogers,  C.M.B.f 

Mr.  Fell  also  holds  the  Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

Mrs.  Hopwood  resigned  in  May,  1926,  on  obtaining  another  post,  and 
Miss  Ford  was  appointed  in  her  place. 

The  Staff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  consists  of  the  Matron,  three 
Staff  Nurses  and  si.x  Probationers. 

*Contributions  to  salary  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  by  Exchequer  Grants, 
t Salary  part  paid  by  Education  Committee. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

{a)  General.  The  Queen’s  Jubilee  Nurses  attend  cases  among  all 
classes,  either  gratuitously  or  for  payment.  Nurses  can  also  be  obtained 
from  two  Nursing  Homes  on  payment  of  the  fees. 

{h)  For  Infectious  Diseases,  etc.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
authorised  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  engage  special  Nurses  if 
required.  The  necessity  for  this,  however,  has  not  arisen  for  several 
years. 

Midwives.  The  number  practising  in  the  Borough  is  15.  The 
County  Council  is  the  supervising  Authority.  No  midwife  is  subsidised 
by  the  Borough. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  most  important  incident  during  the  year  was  an  outbreak  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  town.  For  a considerable 
period  there  had  been  very  few  cases  of  this  disease.  On  September  16th 
a notification  was  received  which  proved  to  be  the  precursor  of  others  in 
quick  succession,  which  by  October  16th  had  reached  the  number  of  77. 
Enquiry  soon  shewed  that  the  single  common  factor  in  all  the  cases  with 
a very  few  exceptions  was  that  the  households  affected  were  supplied  in 
whole  or  in  part  from  a single  dairy.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on 
September  22nd  I reported  to  the  Council  in  Committee  that  10  ca.ses  had 
already  occurred  and  that  in  my  opinion  there  was  the  danger  of  an 
epidemic.  The  number  of  notifications  increased  and  especially  so  on 
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September  28th.  On  September  30th  the  position  had  become  so  serious 
that  it  was  decided  to  put  Section  18  of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Order,  1926, 
into  operation,  and  this  was  done  on  October  1st,  the  earliest  date  possible! 
In  justice  to  the  Dairyman  it  should  be  stated  that  he  had  already 
voluntarily  anticipated  the  Order  and  stopped  his  supply.  The  Order 
was  renewed  daily  until  October  16th,  when,  no  fresh  cases  having  occurred 
for  some  time  in  connection  with  milk  from  any  source,  the  prohibition 
order  was  issued  for  the  last  time. 

On  October  1st  the  Council,  on  my  advice,  directed  me  to  apply  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  for  their  assistance,  and  a Medical  Inspector 
(Dr.  Arnold)  came  down  the  same  day  and  subsequently  paid  live  other 
visits.  Particular  and  minute  enquiries  were  made  in  all  the  notihed 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  in  other  instances  where  attacks  of  sore  throat 
which  might  possibly  have  been  connected  with  the  milk  supply  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  or  discovered  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  All 
efforts  however  failed  to  discover  the  source  of  the  infection,  though 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  cause  lay  not  in  the  milk  as 
obtained  from  the  cows,  but  in  some  contamination  connected  with  the 
distribution  of  the  milk.  No  evidence  could  be  obtained  of  the  occurrence 
of  the  disease  among  the  distributors  or  their  families  though  just  before 
the  outbreak  a child  of  one  of  them  had  had  an  obscure  illness  which  had 
been  definitely  pronounced  by  the  medical  attendant  not  to  be  Scarlet 
Fever. 

After  the  subsidence  of  the  epidemic,  as  the  hospital  was  then  full, 
arrangements  were  made  with  the  Rural  District  Authority,  and  hfteen 
cases  in  all  were  sent  to  their  hospital  at  Clapham. 

In  all  223  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  during  the  last  quarter,  there  having  been  only  59 
up  to  September  1st.  From  September  16th  to  December  31st  there 
were  received  164  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Of  these  97  had  no 
connection  with  the  dairy  series  ; of  the  remainder,  10  may  be  considered 
to  have  been  “ Contacts,”  leaving  a balance  of  57  primary  " Dairy  Cases.” 
Throughout  the  year  all  the  cases  with  one  or  two  exceptions  were  of  a 
mild  type. 

There  were  64  cases  of  Diptheria  as  against  41  in  the  previous  year. 
One  case  was  admitted  to  hospital  on  December  31st  in  a moribund 
condition,  but  as  the  death  was  not  registered  till  the  New  Year  it  does 
not  appear  in  the  Table  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year. 

There  was  a good  deal  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  Elementary  Schools 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  of  Chickenpox  in  June.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  Measles. 

The  mortality  from  Pneumonia  was  double  that  of  the  preceding- 
year,  23  as  against  1 1 . 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  and  one  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  ; 
both  patients  recovered.  In  the  latter  case  the  j^atient  was  the  sister  of 
a Cadet  from  the  Royal  Academy  at  Woolwich,  where  some  cases  of  the 
disease  had  occurred  at  the  time. 
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Causes  of  Sickness. 


The  subjoined  table  gives  a brief  epitome  of  some  of  the  results  of 
enquiries  made  into  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Borough : 


Case  No. 

1 

2 

3  

4  

7  

8  

9,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17 
18,  19,  20,  21,  35.. 
22,  23  


Scarlet  Fever. 

In  contact  at  School  with  Nos.  83-84  (1925). 

Patient’s  sister  (No.  92)  was  kept  at  home  with 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Patient’s  sister  had  a rash  nine  days  previously,  but 
no  doctor  called  in. 

Patient  mother  of  child  in  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Patient  in  contact  at  his  home  in  Somerset  with 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Patient  mother  of  No.  5,  which  case  was  kept  at 
home. 

In  contact  at  School.  (Goldington  Road). 

})  i)  it  >* 

Members  of  same  family  as  Nos.  17,  18. 


64 

74,  75  ... 

76 

89,  90  ... 
94,  96  ... 
114  ... 


In  contact  with  No.  60. 

Members  of  the  same  family,  and  in  contact  at 
School  with  No.  73. 

In  contact  at  School  with  Nos.  73,  74,  75. 
(Goldington  Road). 

In  contact  at  School.  (Private,  Ashburnham  Road). 
Members  of  the  same  family. 

Patient’s  son  returned  from  Isolation  Hospital  a week 


102,  103, 
108,  109, 
115,  116, 
121,  123, 
128,  129, 
134,  135, 
140,  141, 
146,  147, 
153,  154, 
159,  160, 
166,  168, 
178,  179, 
164  ... 

185  ... 

186,  187, 
189,  190, 
192,  200, 

196,  197, 
233,  238, 
258,  259, 
198,  199, 
184,  202, 


104,  105, 

no.  111, 

117,  118, 
124,  125, 
130,  131, 
136,  137, 
142,  143, 
148,  149, 
155,  156, 
161,  162, 
169,  172, 
184,  188, 


193,  194 
191  ... 

225  ... 

201,  230 
248,  254 
262,  274 
221 

209,  231 


In  these  cases  the  milk  supplied  was 
derived  either  wholly,  or  in  a few 
instances  in  part,  from  one  source. 


previously. 

106,  107 
112,  113 
119,  120 
126,  127 
132,  133 
138,  139 
144,  145 
151,  152 
157,  158 
163,  165 
173,  176 
215 

Member  of  same  family  as  Nos.  89,  114. 

In  contact  with  No.  120. 

Members  of  same  family. 

In  contact  at  School  with  Nos.  185,  189. 
(Goldington  Road). 

In  contact  at  School.  (Ampthill  Road). 


} ) If  f > • • 

In  contact  at  School.  (Private). 

In  contact  at  School.  (Harpur  Girls) 
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204,  207,  212,  213 
217,  218,  260,  261 
171,  209,  210  ... 

206,  228  

223,  234,  244,  257 
237,  239,  240,  255 
268,  271,  272,  273 
236  

241  

246,  247  

249  


In  contact  at  School  (Clapham  Road)  with  Nos.  193 
194. 

Members  of  same  family,  patient  being  kept  at  home. 
In  contact  at  School.  (Private) . 

Scholars  in  the  same  boarding  house. 

>>  y>  i} 

>y  y>  yy 

Patient’s  sisters  (2)  returned  from  Isolation  Hospital 
two  weeks  previously  (126,  127). 

In  contact  at  School  with  No.  226. 

Members  of  the  same  family. 

Patient,  servant  at  a house  where  a case  of  Scarlet 


252  .. 

263,  265 
264  .. 

267,  279 

284  .. 

285  .. 

286  .. 


Fever  had,  three  weeks  previously,  returned  from 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Patient,  matron  at  a School  Boarding  House  at  which 

three  cases  of  the  disease  had  recently  occurred. 

In  contact  at  School  with  Nos.  237,  239,  240,  255. 

Patient’s  sister  returned  from  Isolation  Hospital  a 

week  previously. 

In  contact  at  School  (Private),  and  attended  some 

Christmas  Party. 

Patient  brother  of  No.  264. 

Patient’s  brother  returned  from  Isolation  Hospital 

12  days  previously. 

Patient’s  daughter  returned  from  Isolation  Hospital 

a week  previously. 

Return  Cases. — Nos.  114,  236,  249,  264,  285,  286. 


Case  No. 

14 

31 

27,  32,  33 
37 

47  

48  

52,  54  ... 

58  

59  

70 

78 

99,  100 
122  ... 

216  ... 


224  ... 

251,  266,  269 
275,  276,  278,  280 

Return  Cases. — Nos,  31  and  48 


Diphtheria. 

Patient  had  a sore  throat  for  the  past  two  months. 
Patient’s  daughter  returned  from  the  Isolation 
Hospital  a week  previously. 

Members  of  same  family. 

In  contact  with  Nos.  27,  32,  33,  at  School. 

In  contact  with  a case  at  Goldington,  Beds. 

Return  case  from  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  contact  at  School  Boarding  House. 

In  contact  at  School  with  Nos.  52  and  54. 

In  contact  at  School  with  No.  56. 

In  contact  in  the  County  with  a case  of  Diptheria. 
Maid  at  Bedford  County  Hospital. 

Members  of  the  same  family. 

Patient’s’  mother  and  brother  were  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Patient’s  father  had  had  a septic  throat,  no  doctor 
called  in. 

Patient  brother  of  No.  122. 

In  contact  at  School  Boarding  Houses  (Kindergarten) 
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As  I have  remarked  in  previous  reports,  “ Return  Cases”  remain  a 
constant  source  of  anxiety  in  Hospital  administration.  All  cases  of  nasal 
and  aural  discharge  are  always  detained  till  the  discharges  have  dis- 
appeared, even  if  this  involves  a lengthy  stay  in  hospital.  Unfortunately 
it  is  impossible  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a recrudescence  of  the 
discharge  if  the  patient,  for  example,  catches  a “cold”  after  leaving; 
and  there  is  also  the  possibility  of  unsuspected  latent  causes  of  infection 
in  the  town.  Careful  enquiry  is  always  made,  but  it  is  often  impossible 
to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 


DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1926. 


Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  ... 

- ■ - 

- 

— 

Diphtheria 

64 

58 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

223 

170 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Fever  and  other 
diseases  of  Parturition 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

38 

5 

23 

Eirysipelas  ... 

11 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica... 

1 

— 

— 

Chickenpox 

151 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery... 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

{a)  Pulmonary — 

Males 

24 

— 

17 

Females 

27 

— 

13 

Total  ... 

51 

30 

(3)  Non-Pulmonary — 

Males 

7 

— 

2 

Females 

4 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

11 

3 

ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


16 


03 

05 


a 

< 

u 

E 

H 

O 

Z 

D2 

D 

C 


o — 
H ci 


'U  -o 

rt 

S g- 


^ rO 
vO  (M 
CM 


UD  o to 
w vO 


CO 

ro 


O 


o 


lO 


00 


sO  rH 


sO 


CO 

LO 

LO 


rO 

CM 


to  c 
hO  ^ «d- 


CO 


rH 


(M  03 


CO 

03 


O o lO 
03  hO 


O 00 


LO 


O 


lO  o o 

rH  - <M 


vO  rO 
03 


K) 


lO 


O c LO 


CM 

rH  «d- 


LO 

03 


rO  ^ 


o 

03 


o q 


O D- 
03  CO 


O 03 


LO 

00 


ro 


o 

CM 


2 to 


O (03 


ro 


CO 


03 


ro  2 ^ 


: lo  LO 


ro 


03 


03 

ro 


(M  2 


rH  cd* 


(03 


:03o:  ^ : 

; ; : : : : : : : co  : ; ^ : 

. . • ;:r'  cr. 

• ' • ^ fu  * • I ; * * ; ; I . * . 

I « 

P-5? 

: : . 13  : : 

• • • ci  X 

03  S g 

• • -b/jo  • ; : : .03  • ; : r-  .'i.  u 

:;.c  ;....u...C7iu 

u Tr  3 O <U 

^ 3 (1)  ^ t "3 

3 P S b 0 3 3 

— 3 > 03  4_i  u ^ 

. . .3  J3  ...  03  - H 

: . • • 'ctU 

• • ■ ^ y ■ ■ ' O ^ 

^^0)032  I— 1 

<UPtl-,3.S  VI  X ZHc 

.5  ca-.:3;-5c2  : >. rt  b e 

X c u-  t)H  I 3 « i;  1 p ‘3  3 .£ 

OQJ  u>-'JJ00'S-i'5Cp3ii  = C3 
^:S  « X S--  O E G-  s -c  3 « C cu 
-p  .3  - S ^ 3 -p  .2  C5  rt  05  .3  E A 

E^S3  = °Scbo3  3«^  ^ = C 

c/2Qt/:WCLi  uDhWD-iU1OSG0Cl,Z 


rO 


'V  V 
C >> 


LO 


c 

a 


in 

•4-^ 

c 

H 


17 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  PerioiU. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

\oM-Pulmonary. 

Pu  monary. 

Non-Pulnionary. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

5 

1 

3 





1 

— 

10  

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

15  

5 

4 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

20  

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

25  

4 

9 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

35  

5 

7 

2 

— 

7 

1 

2 

— 

45  

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

55  

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

1 

1 

22 

29 

7 

4 

17 

12 

3 

1 

On  December  31st,  1926,  there  were  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
240  cases,  of  which  165  were  Pulmonary  and  75  Non-Pulmonary  : the 
former  class  comprised  74  males  and  91  females  ; the  latter  34  males  and 
41  females.  The  total  number  of  registered  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis 
was  30.  405  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year. 

No  occasion  arose  for  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
Section  62. 

Twenty-five  rooms  were  disinfected  after  the  death  of  patients. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

There  have  been  no  special  circumstances  calling  for  notice  in  this 
Report  as  regards  the  water  supply  and  the  sewerage  of  the  Borough 
except  that  30  houses  in  the  Goldington  and  Kimbolton  Roads  were 
connected  with  the  new  sewer  extensions.  Full  particulars  as  to  the  work 
of  sanitary  inspection  are  given  in  the  included  report  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  A.  W.  Merrie. 

I wish,  however,  again  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Elemen- 
tary Schools  and  Bedford  School  are  still  only  provided  with  the  obsolete 
and  objectionable  system  of  trough  closets. 
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Rainfall  Measured  at  the  Park,  Bedford,  for  the 

Year  1926. 

Amount  recorded  on  Sin.  Gauge. 

Inches. 

January  1.81 

February  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.98 

March  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .33 

April  2.96 

May  2.01 

June  2.78 

July  1.99 

August  85 

September I.59 

October  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.07 

November  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.83 

December  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .43 


Total  22.68 


19 


REPORT  OF  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
Mr.  A.  W.  Merrie,  M.R.S.I. 

SuMM.-vRY  OF  Work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 

Department. 

No.  of  house  drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee  ...  ...  ...  34 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

No.  of  Schools  and  Boarding  House  Drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee  66 
No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  house  drains  tested  on  complaint  ...  ...  ...  28 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  house  drains  examined  after  notiftcation  of  Infectious  Disease  228 
No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  retests  made  after  drain  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

No.  of  nuisances  reported  or  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  416 

No.  of  visits  of  inspection  re  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.  ...  4194 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1925  ...  ...  171 

No.  of  houses  require  cleansing,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

No.  of  houses  requiring  repairs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

No.  of  houses  and  drains  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1875  595 

No.  of  houses  requiring  repairs  to  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  32 

No.  of  houses  requiring  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

No.  of  houses  requiring  repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

No.  of  overcrowding  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8i 

No.  of  houses  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

No.  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  496 

No.  of  patients  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  228 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

No.  of  rooms  disinfestated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

No.  of  houses  requiring  internal  cleansing  after  Infectious  Disease  10 
No.  of  articles  put  through  the  Steam  Disinfector  ...  ...  ...  3589 

No.  of  visits  to  Outworkers’ Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

No.  of  nuisances,  etc.,  found  at  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

No.  of  houses  without  proper  ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  314 

Ho.  of  houses  with  rain  water  pipes  direct  to  drains  ...  ...  14 

No.  of  visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1737 

No.  of  visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Vendors  premises  43 

No.  of  Samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  ...  82 

No.  found  adulterated ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  to  abate  ...  ...  ...  943 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  to  abate  ...  ...  ...  ...  343 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  1 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  under  Housing  Acts  (eviction  of 

tenants)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  interviews  with  Owners,  Builders  and  Tenants  re  abatement 

of  nuisances,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  451 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  notices  served  under  the 
various  Acts  : — 

Preliminary  Notices,  1926. 


Nuisances, 

1875. 

Sec.  91. 

Over- 

crowding 

P.H.A., 

1875. 

Sec.  36. 

P.n.A.A  A., 
1907. 

Sec.  37. 

Housing  Act 
1925. 

Total. 

365 

Verbal  51 

31 

314 

14 

168 

943 

Statutory  Notices,  1926. 


Nuisances, 

1875. 

Sec.  91. 

P.H.A., 

1875. 

Sec.  36 

P.H.A. A.  A., 
1907. 

Sec.  37. 

Housing  Act, 
1925. 

Sec.  28. 

Total. 

60 

115 

— 

168 

343 

At  present  Unabated,  but  Work  in  Hand,  1926. 


Nuisances, 

1875. 

Sec.  91. 

P.H.A., 

1875. 

Sec.  36. 

P.H.A.  A.  A., 
1907. 

Sec.  37. 

Housing  Act, 

1925. 

Sec.  28. 

Total. 

20 

11 

— 

15 

46 

Ncte. — The  outstanding  notices  unabated  in  1925  have  been  complied  with. 


House  to  House  Inspection  (P.H.A.)  1875. 

595  houses  have  been  inspected. 

55  of  them  required  some  cleansing. 

112  required  some  repairs,  and  32  required  the  back  yard  pavings 
relaid  or  repaired,  which  has  been  done  or  the  work  in  hand. 

Vide  table  showing  sanitary  work  carried  out. 


Sanitary  Work  Carried  Out. 


Public 

Health 

Act 

Factory 

and 

Workshop 

Act 

No.  of  Workshops  cleansed 

11 

No.  of  Outworkers’  Premises  cleansed 

3 

No.  of  Cowsheds  limewashed 

6 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  limewashed  

84 

No.  of  rooms  in  Common  Lodging  Houses  limewashed 

148 

21 


Public 

Health 

Act 

Housing 

Act, 

1925 

Drains. 

No.  found  blocked  and  cleared  ... 

59 

6 

No.  flushed 

59 

6 

No.  found  defective 

34 

2 

No.  repaired 

22 

2 

No.  wholly  relaid  ... 

12 

2 

No.  of  interecpting  traps  fixed  ... 

7 

— 

No.  of  intercepting  trap  stoppers  fixed  ... 

18 

— 

No.  of  chamber  and  manholes  fixed 

36 

2 

No.  of  new  covers  to  manholes  ... 

41 

3 

No.  of  fresh  air  inlets  fixed 

9 



No.  of  fresh  air  inlets  repaired  ... 

13 

2 

No.  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  fixed  ... 

17 

2 

No.  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired 

13 

4 

No.  of  new  gullies  provided  to  sinks 

6 

8 

No.  of  insanitary  traps  abolished 

3 

14 

No.  of  rainwater  pipes  disconnected 

14 



No.  of  rainwater  tanks  cleared  out 

39 



No.  of  rainwater  tanks  made  to  overflow  gullies 

3 



No.  of  intercepting  traps  repaired 

5 

1 

Yards,  etc. 

No.  of  yards  paved 

19 

12 

No.  of  yard  pavings  repaired 

34 

21 

No.  of  right  of  ways  gravelled  and  levelled  

7 

9 

No.  of  division  walls  and  fences  repaired 

3 

4 

No.  of  gates  repaired 

3 

7 

No.  of  ashbins  provided  ... 

303 

6 

No.  of  animals  and  fowls  improperly  kept. 

3 

2 

No.  of  manure  pits  rebuilt  or  repaired  ... 

3 

1 

Manure  and  other  offensive  matter  removed  

7 

1 

Houses. 

No.  of  rooms  and  staricases  cleansed 

335 

504 

No.  of  inside  walls  repaired 

235 

504 

No.  of  verminous  rooms  fumigated 

12 

19 

No.  of  damp  walls  remedied 

21 

93 

No.  of  house  floors  relaid  or  repaired 

43 

137 

No.  of  window  cords  repaired 

26 

192 

No.  of  window  frames  repaired  and  made  to  open 

29 

75 

No.  of  firegrates  and  fireplaces  repaired 

17 

58 

No.  of  new  doors  fixed 

3 

19 

No.  of  doors  repaired 

17 

24 

No.  of  splashboards  fi.xed  to  doors 

5 

17 

No.  of  cupboards  cleansed 

59 

159 

No.  of  pantries  cleansed  ... 

81 

163 

22 


Public 

Health 

Act 

Housing 

Act 

1925 

Houses — continued. 

No.  of  pantries  repaired  and  ventilated  

15 

79 

No.  of  coppers  repaired  ... 

14 

41 

No.  of  service  water  pipes  repaired 

17 

11 

No.  of  sinks  provided  with  water  supply  

14 

19 

No.  of  sinks  fixed  ... 

14 

19 

No.  of  new  waste  pipes  fixed 

19 

22 

No.  of  waste  pipes  repaired 

7 

15 

No.  of  sinks  and  bath  waste  pipes  trapped  

11 

2 

No.  of  outside  walls  repaired 

5 

40 

No.  of  spoutings  repaired  

39 

52 

No.  of  roofs  repaired 

27 

63 

No.  of  chimney  heads  repaired  ... 

9 

16 

No.  of  outside  passages  limewashed 

5 

17 

No.  of  staricases  repaired 

6 

33 

No.  of  cupboard  doors  repaired  ... 

5 

19 

W.C.’S,  ETC. 

No.  of  defective  W.C.’s  repaired 

9 

11 

No.  of  W.C.’s  rebuilt 

2 

5 

No.  of  new  pedestal  pans  fixed  ... 

15 

3 

No.  of  hopper  pans  fixed  ... 

4 

19 

No.  of  filthy  pans  cleansed 

19 

14 

No.  of  W.C.  seats  repaired 

7 

14 

No.  of  W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  fixed  ... 

32 

33 

No.  of  floors  relaid... 

3 

19 

No.  of  W.C.  doors  repaired 

2 

17 

No.  of  lights  provided  to  W.C.’s 

11 

26 

No.  of  W.C.  walls  cleansed 

19 

97 

No.  of  W.C.  roofs  repaired 

9 

38 

No.  of  W.C.  spoutings  provided  or  repaired 

11 

29 

Outhouses. 

No.  of  defective  ones  repaired  or  built  ... 

6 

11 

No.  of  floors  relaid  or  repaired  ... 

5 

21 

No.  of  doors  repaired 

5 

5 

No.  of  walls  cleansed 

39 

71 

No.  of  roofs  repaired 

11 

33 

No.  of  spoutings  provided  or  repaired  ... 

17 

24 

23 


In  previous  reports  I have  stated  that  on  perusal  of  the  above 
table  of  sanitary  work  carried  out,  many  of  the  items  are  of  a small  or 
trivial  nature,  but  small  sanitary  defects  have  a greater  influence  upon 
the  health  of  the  community  than  many  persons  realise.  Bacteriology 
has  shown  us  what  a menace  to  health  small  things  can  be.  Broken 
window  cords  for  instance  do  not  allow  of  the  windows  to  open.  This 
means  foul  air  in  the  room  ; foul  air  may  predispose  the  inhaler  to 
consumption,  and  repaired  window  cords  may  mean  fresh  air  and  good 
health.  Complaints  are  received  that  there  are  bad  smells  arising  from 
defective  drains  about  the  house  ; on  inv^estigation  the  drains  are  found 
sound,  but  the  gullies  are  dirty  and  the  waste  pipes  foul,  and 
vitiated  air  passing  up  untrapped  pipes  in  the  house  may  be  primary 
the  cause  of  the  disease  of  those  inhaling  it.  Damp  walls,  from 
the  surface  of  the  garden  being  abov^e  the  damp  course,  and  the  air 
grating  covered  ; result,  dry  rot  and  bad  smells  under  the  floor.  Loose 
paving  around  sink  gullies,  allowing  soakage  in  the  earth,  a warm  day, 
children  playing  around  the  gully,  and  diarrhoea  is  the  result,  and  so  on. 

It  often  requires  a good  deal  of  proving  before  the  householder  is 
convdnced  that  the  smells  they  have  experienced  have  not  been  from 
defectiv'e  drains  but  from  other  sources. 

Overcrowding. 

Eighty-one  cases  of  overcrowding  were  investigated,  but  only  in 
31  instances  was  it  found  to  be  excesswe,  and  steps  taken  to  get  the 
nuisance  abated,  with  the  result,  no  doubt,  that  the  dispossessed  persons 
crowded  into  other  houses.  In  investigating  overcrowded  houses  it  is 
difficult  to  get  truthful  replies  to  questions  as  to  the  number  of  persons 
living  in  the  house,  as  the  tenant  is  quite  aware  of  what  it  means  to  him 
or  her  if  such  is  the  case,  as  there  is  the  trouble  of  abating  the  nuisance, 
as  well  as  the  loss  of  income  derived  from  the  sub-letting,  this  in  some 
cases  being  more  than  the  whole  rent  of  the  house. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

Thirty-six  are  on  the  Register,  containing  90  rooms,  but  it  was  not 
found  practicable  to  maintain  the  inspection  of  all  the  houses  let  in  lodgings 
as  very  many  houses  are  now,  technically,  houses  let  in  lodgings  owing  to 
the  abnormal  housing  conditions,  and  are  not  registered. 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

During  the  year  171  houses  have  been  inspected  under  this  Act.  In 
all  cases  more  or  less  work  was  required  to  be  done  to  put  them  in  a fit 
state  for  human  habitation.  {Vide  table  showing  sanitary  work  carried 
out.) 

Eighty-seven  houses  were  originally  scheduled  for  demolition  or 
reconstruction  and  will  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  other  suitable  accom- 
modation is  obtainable  for  the  inmates  ; in  the  meantime,  cleansing  and 
minor  repairs  have  been  insisted  upon  at  most  of  these  houses,  and  carried 
out. 
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Situation, 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Butcher’s  Yard 

6 

Bell  Court 

12 

St.  John’s  Street,  Nos.  15,  17,  17a  ... 

3 

London  Road,  Nos.  2,  4 

2 

Ram  Yard,  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  4 ... 

4 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Square 

14 

Paradine  Court 

1 

Queen’s  Row  ... 

7 

Tavistock  Place,  Nos.  32,  33,  34,  35 

4 

Saddler’s  Court,  Nos.  52  to  62 

6 

Chandos  Street,  Nos.  12  to  26 

8 

Gravel  Lane 

4 

Allhallows  Lane 

16 

Of  these 

No.  1 Bell  Court 

4 houses  in  Gravel  Lane 

1 house  in  Ram  Yard 

5 houses  in  Queen’s  Row 

5 houses  in  St.  Cuthbert’s  Square 

2 houses  in  Tavistock  Place 


Have  been  voluntarily 
closed. 


1 house  in  London  Road  has  been  demolished. 


2 houses  in  St.  Cuthbert’s  Square  have  been  demolished. 
1 house  in  London  Road  has  been  reconstructed. 


10  houses  in  Allhallows  Lane,  Nos.  37,  39,  41,  43,  45,  47,  49,  51,  53, 
55,  have  been  closed  and  are  in  process  of  demolition. 
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The  Number  of  Houses  already  Closed  is  as  follows  : 


During  the  Years  1905  to  1926. 

Number 

Locality 

Closed 

Demolished 

Bell  Court,  Nos.  1,  2,  4 

3 

2 

Parish  Court... 

4 

4 

Chandos  Street,  Nos.  64  to  74 

6 

6 

Spring  Gardens,  Nos.  3 to  10 

8 

8 

Gravel  Lane,  Nos.  2 to  28  ... 

14 

10 

Christie’s  Court 

10 

10 

Graham’s  Yard 

5 

5 

Paradine  Court,  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  9,  10 

8 

7 

Maiden  s Court 

8 

o 

O 

Castle  Lane,  Nos.  13,  15  ... 

2 

2 

Newnham  Street,  Nos.  24,  26,  32,  34,  21,  23,  25. 

7 

7 

Priorv  Street,  Nos.  7,  9,  11 

3 

3 

Cardington  Road,  No.  28  ... 

1 

1 

Tavistock  Place,  Nos.  8 to  17 

10 

10 

Balsall  Street,  No.  9 

1 

1 

St.  John’s  Street,  No.  30  ... 

1 

1 

Beaconsfield  Street,  No.  62 

1 

1 

Midland  Road,  Nos.  20,  22 

2 

2 

Hurst  Grove,  Nos.  11  to  27  and  31  to  39 

14 

— 

Hand  Court,  Nos.  1 to  13  ... 

13 

13 

Ampthill  Street,  Nos.  6 to  12 

4 

4 

Tower  Court,  Nos.  6 to  9 ... 

4 

4 

Tower  Gardens,  Nos.  1 to  11 

11 

11 

London  Road,  No.  2 

1 

1 

St.  Andrew’s  Road,  No.  4 ... 

1 

1 

Bromham  Road,  No.  124  ... 

1 

1 

Lurke  Street,  No.  2... 

1 

1 

Allhallows  Lane,  Nos.  37  to  55 

10 

* 

Tavistock  Place,  Nos.  34,  35 

2 

— 

Queen’s  Row,  Nos.  3 to  7 ... 

5 

— 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Square,  Nos.  1 to  8 

8 

2 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Street,  No.  4 

1 

— 

Russell  Street,  Nos.  13,  15 

2 

2 

Costin  Street,  No.  27 

1 

— 

Ram  Yard,  No.  4 

1 

— 

j Totals 

174 

128 

* In  process  of  demolition. 


A closing  order  was  made  in  respect  to  one  house,  No.  1 Bell  Court. 

Note. — Of  the  26  houses  in  Hurst  Grove  which  were,  during  the  war, 
converted  into  offices,  12  of  them  have  now  been  re-converted  into 
dwelling  houses  again. 
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Houses  in  the  Borough  without  separate  W.C.  Accomodation. 
In  1926  there  were  105  houses  with  50  W.C.’s. 


Allhallows  Lane,  Nos.  24  to  30 
,,  ,,  Nos.  27,  29 

Beauchamp  Row 
Bell  Court 
Butcher’s  Yard  ... 

Chandos  Street,  Nos.  35  to  39 
Chandos  Street,  Nos.  16  to  26 
Chandos  Street,  Nos.  28  to  30 
Greenliill  Street,  Nos.  22  to  30 
Hassett  Street,  Nos.  1 to  9 
Ram  Yard,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 
RIchbell  Court  ... 

Rose  Cottages  . . 

Saddler’s  Court  ... 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Square,  Nos.  9 to  14 
St.  John’s  Place 

Thurlow  Street,  Nos.  2 to  10  ... 
Tavistock  Place... 

M M 

* J j , 

Union  Street,  Nos.  43,  45 
Pilcroft  Street,  Nos.  81,  83 


2 W.C.’s 
1 

3 

4 
2 
2 
3 
1 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 

5 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


J ) 
» ) 
) > 
J y 
) y 
y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 

j ) 

) y 
y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 
y y 


50 


to  4 Houses 
2 
6 
8 
6 

3 
6 
2 
5 

5 

4 
7 
7 

6 
6 

10 

5 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 

„ 105 


The  accomodation  for  the  above  houses  is  sufficient  for  the  need  of 
the  occupiers,  although  they  would  prefer  to  have  separate  ones,  but  this 
cannot  be  enforced. 


Houses  not  Connected  to  the  Sewage  System. 


Pail  or 

Earth  Closets 

Cesspools 

Midden 

Septic  Tank 

Total 

1925 

1926 

1925 

1926 

1925 

1926 

1925 

1926 

1925 

1926 

13 

13 

34 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

51 

21 

There  are  situated  as  follows  : — 


Pail  or  Earth  Closets — 

1.  Waterworks. 

1.  Angler’s  Rest. 

Chemical  Factory,  Cauldwell  Walk. 

1.  Anstee’s 
1.  Clark’s 
3.  Nos.  62,  64,  66, 

1.  Laughton’s  Yard,  Midland  Railway  Land 
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Pail  or  Earth  Closets — continued. 

No.  2 London  Road. 

1.  Rope  Works,  St.  John’s  Street. 

1 . Cottage,  Cox’s  Pits. 

1.  Caves,  Goldington  Road. 

Cesspools — 

Brickhill  Farm. 

The  Moat,  Woburn  Road. 

Cauldwell  House,  Kempston  Road. 

Pumping  Station,  Clapham  Road. 

Note. — With  respect  to  the  new  houses  in  Goldington  Road  and 

Kimbolton  Road,  a new  sewer  has  been  laid  and  drains  of  each 

house  are  now  connected  to  it. 

M iddens — 

3 at  the  Railway  Goods  Yard. 

Septic  Tank — 

1 at  Cauldwell  Priory. 

I would  point  out  that  it  would  now  be  possible  to  connect  with  the 
sewer  the  houses  numbered  64  and  66  Cauldwell  Walk,  Kempston  Road, 
and  Laughton’s  Yard,  Midland  Road. 

Nuisances. 

The  416  nuisances  discovered  or  reported  at  the  Office  (including 
those  found  at  the  house-to-house  inspection)  were  of  a varied  nature, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  number  shown  in  the  table  have  been 
abated. 

In  51  instances  verbal  intimation  to  persons  responsible  for  minor 
nuisances  was  sufficient  to  procure  abatement  thereof. 

Twenty  complaints  were  received  at  the  Office  in  respect  to  bad 
smells  emanating  from  street  sewers.  These  complaints  were  at  once 
handed  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  who  had  the  matter  investigated. 

In  16  instances  complaints  were  received  from  householders  relative 
to  the  non-removal  of  house  refuse.  These  were  at  once  communicated 
to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  who  had  them  attended  to. 


Drain  Testing. 

Thirty-four  houses  were  tested  by  request,  and  the  sanitary  fittings 
reported  upon,  for  which  £15  10s.  Od.  was  received  and  paid  into  the 
District  Fund.  At  30,  defects  of  more  or  less  serious  nature  were  found. 
In  eight  instances  new  4in.  drains  were  laid  under  modern  conditions, 
and  four  intercepting  traps  were  fixed.  The  defects  at  the  other  houses 
were  remedied  and  passed  after  retesting. 

Twenty-eight  drains  were  tested  on  complaint  and  in  five  instances 
were  found  defective.  Three  of  them  were  relaid,  two  repaired  and  three 
new  traps  fi.xed, 
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Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  drains  were  examined  after  notification 
of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  house,  and  in  16  instances  were  found  defective 
and  remedied.  The  defects  were  not  of  such  a serious  nature  as  to  be  the 
cause  of  the  disease  in  the  house. 

Public  and  Private  Schools. 

Sixty-six  drains  of  the  Schools  and  Boarding  Houses  in  connection 
with  the  Schools  were  tested  and  reported  on.  A report  of  each  was  sent 
to  the  Governors  and  Boarding  House  masters.  Defective  drains  were 
found  in  seven  instances.  At  the  Girls  High  School  most  of  the  drains 
have  been  laid  on  a more  modern  system  ; the  remaining  portion  is  to  be 
laid  in  1927. 

At  the  Boys  Modern  School  the  whole  of  the  drains  have  been  relaid  on 
more  modern  lines. 

Slight  defects  were  found  in  the  drains  of  the  Bedford  School  as  well 
as  the  drains  of  the  Headmaster’s  house. 

At  the  School  Boarding  House,  22  Linden  Road,  the  whole  of  the 
drains  which  were  found  defective  have  been  relaid  on  modern  lines. 

The  same  inspection  was  made  of  the  drains  of  the  Kindergarten  and 
other  Private  Schools.  Three  defectives  were  found,  and  same  were  at 
once  remedied. 

■£51  was  received  for  these  inspections  and  paid  into  the  District 
Funds. 

In  connection  with  the  repairs  or  relaying  of  the  drains  at  the  Schools 
entailed  many  visits  and  retesting  during  the  summer  holidays. 

Sanitary  Dust  Bins. 

Three  hundred  and  fourteen  notices  to  provide  proper  galvanised  iron 
dust  bins  have  been  served  upon  owners  of  the  houses,  and  at  303  houses 
bins  have  been  provided.  During  the  past  few  years  5,594  dust  bins  have 
replaced  the  old  boxes,  etc.,  formerly  used  for  the  storage  of  the  house 
refuse. 


Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

At  the  end  of  1926  the  register  contained  the  names  of  three  persons 
keeping  cowsheds  and  95  purveyors  of  milk  ; 33  of  the  latter  reside 
outside  the  town,  but  retail  milk  in  the  Borough  ; 62  reside  and  retail  milk 
in  the  Boruogh. 

The  Food  Inspector  has  made  31  visits  to  the  various  premises  m 
which  milk  is  kept,  and  the  same  were  found  in  a cleanly  condition. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough  number  21,  yearly  licenses 
being  granted  to  16  of  them  by  the  Authority,  whilst  the  remaining  five 
are  old  registered  premises.  The  Food  Inspector  has  made  1,737  visits 
to  them,  and  inspected  the  carcases  of  963  beasts,  2,687  sheep  and  2,049 
pigs.  During  the  year  one  slaughter  house  was  demolished  and  one 
licence  in  Cromwell  Road  refused. 
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Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year  496  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  houses  were  visited  and  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  cases  entered  in  the  register  for  his  information. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  rooms  were  disinfected  and  3,589 
articles  were  put  through  the  Steam  Disinfector.  £2  17s.  Od.  has  been 
received  for  disinfection  of  rooms  on  request,  and  the  same  has  been  paid 
into  the  District  Fund. 

Thirty  rooms  were  disinfestated,  the  door  jambs,  skirting  to  floor 
board,  being  removed  and  the  flame  of  a plumbers  blow  lamp  passed  over 
the  surface  and  formaline  spray. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  patients  were  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year.  51  patients  paid  for  medical 
attendance,  etc.,  the  sum  of  ;^303  8s.  6d.,  which  was  paid  into  the  District 
Fund. 


Offensive  Trades. 


There  are  three  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough,  viz.: 
Frying  of  Fish,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealing  and  Storing  of  Hides,  Skins,  and 
Fat.  The  following  are  the  situations  where  “ offensive  trades  ” are 
carried  on  in  the  Borough  : — 


Fish  Frying  (19). 


26  Ford  End  Road 
66  Iddlesleigh  Road 
2 Harpur  Street 
59  St.  Johns  Street 
37  Park  Road  East 
62  Tavistock  Street 
108  Grey  friars  Walk 


1 Great  Butt  Street 
34  Denmark  Street 
22  The  Broadway 

2 Althorpe  Street 
95  Eord  End  Road 
38  Newnham  Street 
19  Canning  Street 


and  5 travelling  vans  for  fish  frying  are  also  registered. 


Rag  and  Bone  (6) . 

Gwyn  Street  Hassett  Street 

Beckett  Street  • Midland  Road 

Tower  Court. 


Hides  and  Skins. 

Gwyn  Street  (2)  Roise  Street 

Many  visits  were  made  to  these  premises. 

The  Bye-Laws  regulating  them  have  been  observed,  and  with 
reference  to  Rag  and  Bone  Stores  very  few  complaints  have  been 
received.  These  have  been  as  a rule  complaints  of  smells  generally  in 
the  summer  time  and  on  Sundays  when  the  butchers  have  brought  bones 
to  the  place  on  Saturday  night,  so  as  not  to  have  the  smells  in  their  own 
Slaughter  Houses  or  Shops  during  Sundays. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  Register  number  three,  with 
74  beds,  and  are  licensed  yearly. 

Numerous  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  by  myself  and  in 
company  with  the  Medical  Ofhcer  of  Health,  and  no  fault  could  be  found 
in  the  manner  in  which  we  found  them  conducted. 

The  I'ooms  and  bedding,  etc.,  were  kept  in  a cleanly  condition,  and 
the  statutory  limewashing  of  the  premises  observed.  No  cases  of 
infectious  disease  occurred  in  the  Houses  during  the  year.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  the  houses,  the  number  of  beds  occupied  in  each  house, 
and  the  number  of  beds  occupied  during  the  year  1926,  as  shown  by  the 
weekly  returns. 


Title  Royai,  Oak. 

4 Rooms.  17  Beds. 

The  White  Hart. 

2 Rooms.  7 Beds. 

1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter  

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Males  Females  Total 

771  — 771 

756  — 756 

761  — 761 

761  — 751 

Males  Females  Total 

506  — 506 

523  — 523 

486  — 486 

516  — 516 

Totals  

3039  — 3039 

2031  — 2031 

Average  per  night  8.33.  Average  per  night  5.67. 


8a  Tavistock  Place. 

6 Rooms.  50  Beds. 

Totals. 

12  Rooms.  74  Beds. 

1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter  

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Males  Females  Total 

2925  — 2925 

2742  — 2742 

2430  — 2430 

2546  — 2546 

Males  Females  Total 

4202  — 4202 

4021  — 4021 

3677  — 3677 

3813  — 3813 

Totals  

10643  — 10643 

15893  — 1,5713 

.Average  jier  night  29.16.  Average  per  night  43.05. 


Being  a total  dectease  from  the  numbers  of  the  previous  year  of  674  males. 


Sanitary  Conditions  of  Theatres. 

During  the  year  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  the  one 
Theatre,  three  Cinema  Houses  and  three  Dance  Halls.  On  the  whole  the 
conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Moveable  Dwellings — Caravans. 

The  living  vans  used  by  the  showmen  attending  the  Statute  Fairs  in 
the  Borough  in  April  and  October  were  visited.  No  case  of  sickness  was 
discovered  among  the  occupiers.  The  condition  of  the  vans  was 
satisfactory,  although  they  may  be  overcrowded  at  night. 


F.xctory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  501  Factories,  Workshops, 
Workplaces  and  Domestic  Workrooms  on  the  Register. 


Home  Work. 

Occupiers  of  Factories  and  Workshops  are  compelled  to  keep  lists 
of  the  names  and  addresses  of  persons  employed  by  them  to  execute  work 
at  their  own  homes  and  to  forward  copies  of  such  lists  to  the  Local 
Authority  in  February  and  August  of  each  year. 

Prescribed  forms  of  lists  are  forwarded  to  the  various  tradespeople 
who  employ  persons,  so  there  is  no  excuse  for  the  non-delivery  of  lists. 

Sixty  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
as  to  keeping  and  sending  the  lists.  Twenty-seven  lists  containing  the 
names  of  sixty  persons  have  been  received.  These  lists  are  of  great 
assistance,  as  when  a case  of  infectious  disease  is  notified  a glance  at  the 
list  will  show  at  once  whether  there  is  any  home  work  being  done  at  the 
house  infected. 

Each  worker’s  residence  is  visited,  and  in  three  cases  the  cleansing  of 
the  rooms  used  as  work  rooms  was  ordered  and  carried  out. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  56  Bakehouses  on  the  Register,  of  which  14  are  at  present 
unoccupied  ; none  of  these  come  under  the  definition  of  “ Underground 
Bakehouses  ” as  laid  down  by  Section  101  of  the  Factory  Act.  Forty-six 
visits  of  inspection  were  made.  In  four  instances  the  periodical  lime- 
washing was  found  to  be  overdue,  and  on  the  necessary  orders  being 
served  this  was  remedied.  The  other  cases  of  complaint  found  on  the 
many  visits  were  made  for  dirty  floors  and  utensils.  One  new  Bakehouse 
has  been  built  ahd  one  closed  during  the  year. 


Report  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

During  the  year  no  notices  of  contravention  of  this  Act,  and 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  have  been  received,  but  eight 
notices  of  occupation  of  workshops  were  received  and  entered  on  the 
Register. 


Alfred  Wallace  Merrie, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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LABORATORY. 

Food  samples  for  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Borough  Analyst,  J.  Keir 
Colwell,  Esq.,  F.I.C.,  82  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the 
year. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  are  made  in  the  Borough  Laboratory  as 
required,  and  the  Town  Water  Supply  is  examined  bacteriologically 
every  week. 

During  the  year  1926  there  were  made  603  examinations  of  Throat 
and  Nose  Swabs  ” for  Diphtheria — 143  for  patients  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  275  for  local  private  practitioners,  and  185  for  outside 
authorities.  49  samples  of  sputum  were  examined  for  Tuberculosis — 
41  for  Borough  patients  and  eight  for  patients  outside  the  Borough. 
15  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  Tubercle.  One  specimen  of  blood 
was  examined  by  Widal’s  test  for  Enteric,  and  47  specimens  of  hair  were 
examined  for  Ringworm.  The  weekly  bacteriological  examinations  of 
the  water  from  the  Rising  Main  and  the  two  Service  Reservoirs  was 
continued  as  usual.  Two  samples  of  water  from  outside  sources  were  also 
examined,  and  distilled  water  was  also  supplied  to  the  Electrical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Corporation.  The  sum  of  £34  Is.  3d.  was  received  for 
various  services  and  paid  into  the  Borough  Fund. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

{a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  bulk  of  the  supply  comes  from  the  surrounding  country,  and  is 
delivered  twice  daily  in  most  instances.  The  various  Milkshops  have 
been  regularly  inspected. 

There  are  two  licensees  (with  one  and  two  sets  of  premises  respective- 
ly) for  the  sale  of  Certified  Milk  under  the  Milk  (special  Designations) 
Order,  1923. 

Six  samples  were  sent  to  the  Reading  National  Dairies’  Research 
Institute  and  were  all  found  free  from  bac.  coli.  No  applications  to  sell 
Milk  as  “ Pasteurized  ” have  been  received  so  far. 

No  action  was  required  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

There  are  three  Cowsheds  in  the  Borough  accommodating  some  40 
milch  cows.  These  require  certain  improvements  to  bring  them  up  to 
the  standard  of  the  new  Regulations.  Owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever  it  became  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926,  Section  18.  (See  page  12.) 

(6)  Meat.  Slaughter  Houses. 

In  1920  In  Jan.  1926  In  Dec.  1926 

Registered  5 ...  5 ...  5 

Licensed  ...  ...  18  ...  16  ...  15 

23  21  20 


The  inspection  of  slaughter  houses  and  meat  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Food  Inspector,  who  holds  the  Special  Certificate  for  Meat  Inspection 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  He  is  provided  by  the  Authority  with 
a bicycle  in  order  to  facilitate  his  work,  and  paid  1,737  visits  to  slaughter 
houses  during  the  year,  and  inspected  963  beasts,  2,687  sheep  and 
2,049  pigs. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  as  to  the  carcases  or 
portions  of  carcases  from  slaughter  houses  and  meat  shops  which  were 
condemned  as  unlit  for  food  : — 


Home  Dressed. 

Imported. 

Weight. 

Weight. 

Beef 

• • • 

5601bs. 

Beef 

..  6801bs. 

Mutton  ... 

631bs. 

Mutton  ... 

..  641bs. 

Pork  

581bs. 

Livers  ... 

121bs. 

3 Ox  Livers 

351bs. 

1 Pig’s  Liver 

... 

31bs. 

In  addition  to  the  raw  meat  condemned,  the  following  articles  of  food 
(preserved,  tinned,  etc.)  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  : — 
6 tins  of  Corned  Beef  (361bs.)  4 boxes  of  Haddocks. 

1 tin  of  Prawns  1 box  of  Swift’s  Cheese. 

Tripe  (161bs.) 

Condemned  meat  and  other  articles  of  food  are  destroyed  at  the 
Refuse  Destructor. 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

If  the  large  modern  Chocolate  Factory  of  Messrs.  Peak  Frean  & Co. 
be  excepted,  there  are  no  premises  besides  the  Bakehouses  where  food 
is  prepared  on  any  large  scale.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Bake- 
houses on  the  whole  are  satisfactory,  though  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
had  to  report  certain  instances  of  want  of  cleanliness. 

{d)  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the 
period  under  review. 


{e)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  acts. 

Eighty-two  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  purchased  during  the 
year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination  : 


ARTICLES. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Adulterated. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Milk  

68 

14 

Cream  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Sausag'es  (Pork) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Slab  Cake 

10 

9 

— 
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Enquiries  were  made  in  all  the  cases  of  " adulterated  ” milk,  and  in 
one  instance  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  prosecute  the  purveyor  ; the 
case  was  dismissed  on  the  ground  that  the  milk  was  supplied  as  it  came 
In  the  other  instances  subsequent  samples  were  taken 
and  found  to  be  genuine,  and  as  satisfactory  explanations  were  given  by 
the  vendois  as  to  the  faulty  samples  no  proceedings  were  taken. 

In  the  case  of  the  Slab  Cake  Boracic  Acid  had  been  the  preserva- 
tive used,  and  in  view  of  the  explanation  given  by  the  manufacturers  and 
of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  question  at  the  time  no  action  was  taken. 


Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 
(1)  Milk,  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


[a]  No.  of  Samples  examined  for  the 
presence  of  Preservative. 


Milk 68 

Cream  3 


(b)  Number  in  which  Preservative 
was  reported  to  be  present 
and  percentage  of  Preservative 
found  in  eacli  sample. 

Nil 

Nil 


The  68  samples  of  Milk  were  all  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts.  The  Analyst  makes  a point  of  testing  all  samples  for  the  presence 
of  preservatives. 

(2)  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

{a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis 
to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  Preservatives 
were  correct  : — 

(i)  Correct  statements  made  Nil 

(ii)  Statements  incorrect Nil 

Total  Nil 

(hi)  Percentage  of  Preservative  found  in  each  sample  .. . Nil 

Percentage  stated  on  Statutory  label  ...  ...  Nil 

{b)  Determinations  made  of  Milk  Fat  in  Cream  sold  as  Preserved 
Cream  : — 

(i)  Above  35%  Nil 

(ii)  Below  35%  Nil 

Total Nil 

(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as  to 
labelling  or  declaration  of  Preserved  Cream  in  Article  V.  (1) 
and  the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not 
been  observed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

{d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have  not 
been  complied  with  and  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


35 


(3)  Thickening  substances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk) 
Regulations,  1923,  or  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  yeear  : — 

(rt)  Total  (rated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

{b)  As  part  of  a Municipal  Housing  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  48 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hou.sing  Acts)  ...  766 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . 343 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  — 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  3,  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  by  owners 153 

{b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 

by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 175 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  by  owners 144 

{b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 
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c — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  15  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  LOCAL 
REGULATIONS,  RELATING  TO  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH, 

In  force  in  the  District  with  Date  of  Adoption. 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Act,  1846.  Adopted  15th  June,  1870. 

Public  Health  Act,  1890,  Parts  IT,  HI.  and  V.  Adopted  14th  Jan.,  1891. 

Public  Libraries  Acts,  1892-1919.  Adopted  4th  September,  1889. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.  Adopted  23rd  October,  1912. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  Part  H. — Sections  15  to  27, 
29  and  30  to  33  inclusive  ; Part  III. — Sections  34  to  47,  49  and  51 
inclusive  ; Part  IV. — Sections  52  to  60  and  62  to  66  inclusive  ; 
Part  V.,  Part  VI.  and  Part  X.  Adopted  by  Order  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  dated  24th  Sept.,  1910.  Sections  61  and  67.  Adopted 
by  Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  20th  December,  1921. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amenmdent  Act,  1907.  Part  VII. — Sections  78,  79, 
80,  81,  84,  85,  86;  Part  VIII. — Sections  87,  88,  89,  90.  Adopted 
by  Order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Home  Affairs,  dated  5th  March, 
1924. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  Adopted  17th  October,  1923. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Part  11. — Sections  13  to  33  inclusive,  and 
Section  35  ; Parts  III.,  IV.  and  V.  Adopted  28th  April,  1926. 


Bye-Laws. 


With  respect  to  the 


>> 


ff 


Keeping  of  Swine 
Erection  of  Buildings 
Slaughter  Houses 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Spitting 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Decent  conduct  of  persons  using 
Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 
Offensive  Trades 


confirmed  12/8/1879 
„ 18/3/1885 

„ 29/8/1902 

„ 29/8/1902 

„ 11/5/1903 

„ 15/11/1905 

2/5/1910 
„ 31/5/1916 
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Local  Govt.  Act,  1858 — (1)  With  respect  to  Prevention  of  Nuisances 
arising  from  Snow,  Filth,  etc.,  and  the  Keeping  of  Animals. 

(2)  Cleansing  Footways,  etc..  Removal  of  Refuse  and  Cleansing  of 
Privies,  etc.  Confirmed  26/12/1863 

Preventing  Waste  Water,  Misuse,  Undue  Consumption  or  Contamination 
of  the  Water.  Confirmed  15/11/1905 

Paving  of  Yards  and  Open  Spaces  Confirmed  6/7/1907 

Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire  in  certain  Factories  and  Workshops 

Confirmed  10/5/1922 


The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 


ANNU.\L  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  1926  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES 

inchuiing  inspections  made  by  Sa7iita7y  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written  Notices 
(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

9 

— 

— 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

107 

14 

— 

Workplaces  

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

31 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

147 

14 

— 
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2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 
AND  WORKPLACES. 


PARTICUL.\RS. 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 

Found 

(1) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.AI. 
Inspector 

(4) 

which  Prose 
cutions  were 
instituted 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
A cts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

14 

14 

Want  of  ventilation 



Overcrowding 

— 



Want  of  drainage  of  floor.s 





Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  . 



Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 





Not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  2inde>-  the  Factory  and  JVork- 
shop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101)  ... 

Other  offencesf 

Total 

14 

14 

— 

— 

Including  ihose  specified  in  sections  2.  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

■fExcluding  oflences  lelating  to  outwork  and  offences  under  the  Sections  men- 
tioned in  the  Schedule  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer 
of  Powers  Order,  1921). 
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OUTWORK  IN  UNWlIOLESOMli  PREMISES,  Sec.  108. 


N.\TUKE  OF  WORK. 

(I) 

Instances. 

(2) 

Notices 

served. 

(3) 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(4) 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  &c. 

Cleaning  and  washing 

Household  linen  ... 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling 

Cables  and  chains 

Ancliors  and  grapnels  ... 

Cart  gear  ... 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

Umbrellas,  &c.  ... 

Artificial  flowers  ... 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

Paper,  &c.,  boxes,  paper  bags... 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting  ... 

Carding,  &c.,  of  buttons,  &c.  ... 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making  ... 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 

Christmas  stockings,  &c. 

Textile  weaving  ... 

3 

3 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

In  conclusion  I have  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance 
I have  received  from  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Borough  Surveyor,  as  also 
for  the  loyal  support  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  colleagues 
and  of  all  the  members  of  the  Health  Visiting  and  Nursing  Staffs. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  B.  WILLMER  PHILLIPS, 

M.A.,  M.D.  (Oxon.) ; D.P.H.  (Camb.)  ; 
B.Sc.  (Lend.) 


April  25th,  1927. 


TABLE  X.— BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1926. 
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